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Big Brothers Big Sisters of NW Washington                                 
1609 Broadway, Suite 203 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
360-671-6400 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

Help Put Magic Into the Life of a Child  
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters programs are primarily supported by community contributions.  
Your ongoing support of our one-to-one mentoring programs helps each child served have 
a better opportunity to reach their potential and have a brighter future.   
 

Name__________________________________ Phone ___________________________ 

Address  ________________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________   ST ___ _____  Zip ______________ 
 
�  $500      �  $250      �  $100      �  $50      �  $25      �  $10      Other: __________ 

�  $1000  Membership in Little Moments Big Magic Leadership Circle 

�  Check Enclosed :  (Payable to BBBS)    �  Visa      �  Master Card   

Card # ____________________________________Exp Date _______ _ V-Code_______  
 

Signed  _________________________________________________ Date ____________ 
 

Email Address ____________________________________________________________ 

Please consider including Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Washington in your will.  
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We Helping children reach their potential 

through professionally supported,              
one-to-one relationships.  Our hope is to   
provide successful relationships for all      

children who need and want them,            
contributing to brighter futures, better schools 
and stronger communities, for generations to 

come.   

 
Board of Directors  

Karen Martin, President 
Scott Caldwell, Vice President 

Cheri Belcoe 
Dan Cantrell 

Stan Chronister 
Janet Harding 
Ben Mossman 
Scott Renne 

Chuck Snyder 
Pam Vann 

Kurt Swanson 
 

The Big News  is published quarterly and  
provides information about the Big   
Brothers Big Sisters program and       

activities, and is distributed to Bigs,     
Littles, their parents, friends, and        

contributors  throughout Whatcom and 
Skagit Counties. To inquire about       

advertising or to send submissions, 
please contact us at info@bbbs-nw.org. 

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters  

of Northwest Washington 
 
 

1609 Broadway, Suite 203 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
  Phone: 360-671-6400   

Toll Free: (877) 671-6400     
fax: 360-671-3832 

 
 

A United Way Agency 
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New Employees: 
 
Shantel Rasmussen, Events Coordinator 
Katie Rose, Associate Fund Development Coordinator 
Shawn Devine, Match Support Specialist and Match Activities 
Coordinator 
 
Promotions:  
 
Marinda Peugh to Fund Development Manager 
Jessica McLendon to Enrollment Specialist 
Liz Eisenburger has completed her  year as an AmeriCorps 
Vista and is joining our staff as a School Buddies Coordinator 
 
Farewell: 
 
We would like to say a special  farewell to Tina Faulkner and 
Tasi Clancy who left BBBS in August. Thank you both for  
everything you’ve done for our agency and good luck with your 
future endeavors. 
 
WWU Summer Interns:  
 
Kristen Hung, Faven Tecle, Leah Stevenson, Michelle Rybolt, 
Nicole Jones and Bipan Sandhu. 

BBBSNW Receives $7,000 Grant from Bank of America 
 BBBSNW recently received a $7,000 grant from the 

Bank of America. This grant will be applied to the marketing 
and recruitment of 165 new volunteer mentors during 2009. This 

grant helps put BBBS one step closer to meeting the growing 

demand for mentors in the local area. 

 Bank of America’s kind donation has aided in reaching 

volunteer mentors and provided the means for newspaper, maga-
zine, television, radio advertisements and additional promotional 

materials.  With the help of this generous gift we are now ready 

to target outlying communities by creating awareness of our pro-

grams and actively recruiting mentors within these communities 
to become a part of the BBBS family. For additional information 

about this grant please contact Marinda Peugh , BBBS Fund 

Development Manager at 360-671-6400 x115.   
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Big Brothers Big Sisters 2008 Program Goals: 

 
�� We have served 260 matches so far this year. We plan to serve 352 children by the end of 2008. 
�� We will serve three additional Elementary Schools and one additional Middle School. 
�� We will serve 25 children of incarcerated parents through our Mentoring Children of Promise program.  

 
Mentoring Facts: 

 
�� 75% of Washington students say that they don’t have adult role models to help guide them. 
�� According to Dr. Susan G. Weinberger, every child who drops out of school for a life of drugs and crime 

ends up costing the state between $1.5 to $2 million. Maintaining a match costs around $1,500 a year. 
�� Children with mentors are 97% less likely to be involved with juvenile  authorities, 52% less likely to skip 

school, 46% less likely to begin using illegal drugs, and 33% less likely to use violence to solve problems. 

To: Big Brothers 
Big Sisters  
From: Yarely  
Garay 
Date: 
June11,2008 
 
I am an 8th grader 
at Nooksack  
Valley Middle 
School and I just 
completed a social 
issues project. I 
studied “Teen 
Depression”.  
I would like to 
donate the funds I 
made through my 
garage sale  
fundraiser.  
I hope it can make 
a difference! Good 
luck with your 
great work!  

 
Dear BBBS Supporters, 
I would like to thank all of you for your past support of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest Wash-
ington. 2008 has been  an important year for BBBS as we have set clear goals to serve more youth 
this coming year and in the years ahead.  
 
The need is enormous.  We have 100+ youth on our waiting list and we know there are over 6,500 
youth in Whatcom and Skagit Counties that could benefit from Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring 
programs.    
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters’ mentoring programs help youth become better citizens, students, peers, and 
family members.  Past youth evaluations showed significant outcomes for the children we serve:  90% 
have better self confidence, 72% have better academic performance, 74% make better decisions, and 
70% show better relationships with peers. Here are examples of what community members and par-
ents have told us: 
 
“As a single parent it was hard for me to find the time necessary to give my daughter a lot of one on 
one time that she needed for her development…Big Brothers Big Sisters has been such a vital part of 
our lives…”  Single mother with four children in BBBS program 
 
“As a Principal, it really touches me to walk down the hall every day and see one of our students 
interacting positively with a mentor from Big Brothers Big Sisters.  For many students it is the high-
light of their week.  Parents are also very thankful when their kids are paired with a mentor.”  
 Steve Morse, Principal — Roosevelt Elementary School 
 
“ It’s a lot of fun to experience something that you take for granted  through the eyes of a Little.” 
  Big Brother and BBBS Board Member Ben Mossman 
 
Big Brothers Big Sisters powerfully and positively changes lives.  Our programs contribute to 
brighter futures, better schools and stronger communities for generations to come! 
 
We need your support again. Your continued support will make a significant difference in our task 
to provide effective one-to-one mentoring programs to youth in Whatcom County. Please consider 
continuing your support. 
 
Warm Regards, 
Marinda Peugh, BBBS Fund Development Manager 



 

 

Making the Impossible Dream Possible 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters 2008 Auction Dinner & Gala  Big Brothers Big Sisters 2008 Auction Dinner & Gala  Big Brothers Big Sisters 2008 Auction Dinner & Gala  
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�� Night Out at Nooksack Casino 
�� Advertise in the Bellingham Herald 
�� Centerpieces from Johnson’s Flower Shop 

for any event 
�� ‘08/’09 Season Passes to Deming Speedway 
�� Gone Diving Scuba Diving Classes 
�� 7 Nights in Torres Mazatlan Mexico 

�� Birch Equipment Birthday Party  
�� Drive a Porsche for a weekend 
�� South African Photo Safari 
�� Day of Skiing at Bow Lake for  two 
�� Free Tax Preparation for three years 
�� 103.7 The Mountain Music Lounge recording 
�� Climb Mt. Baker 
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SEPTEMBER 

Sept. 4 - United Way Campaign Kick Off! 
Sept. 13 - Mindport  Match Activity from 1 to 2pm open to first 10 matches  

Sept. 20 - Macy’s Shop for a Cause fundraiser at Macy’s in Bellis Fair Mall, shopper buy coupons for great deals at Macy’s and all  
proceed go directly to BBBS programs 

Sept. 27  - A1 Shredding/Got Junk Fundraiser  from 11 to 3pm at Coldwell Banker - Miller Arnason across from the Bellingham Country 
Club, bring items to donate to United Way Partner Agencies, papers to be shredded and junk to discard, all donations collected go to BBBS  

 
October 

TBA - Annual Halloween Party at Nash Hall 
 

November 
Nov. 15 - BBBS Auction Dinner and Gala at the Bellwether Hotel Ballroom 

TBA - Potluck Party at Broadway Neighborhood Youth Center 

A “Big” thanks to our summer match activity and tra ining sponsors: 
 
 

Volunteering Can Be Fun! BBBSNW has a great, on-going need for occasional part-time and sporadic help 
with the many bulk mailings we do nearly every month. We need volunteers that can stuff, label, seal, and 
stamp envelopes to get mailings out to our Bigs, Littles, and other supporters.  Other office helpers are wel-
come, too!  Please call Lynn at 360-671-6400, ext. 100. 

Bellingham Bay Community Boating Center  
Squalicum Yacht Club 

Burlington Public Library 
Broadway Neighborhood Youth Center 

Starbucks Coffee 
Grocery Outlet 

Little Caesar’s Pizza on Northwest Ave 
Lincoln Theatre 

Did you know that you don’t just have to be a Big Brother or Big Sister all by yourself?  You and your partner or 
spouse can participate in the Community Based Program as a Big Couple.  Big Couples go through the enroll-
ment process just like any other Big and then the two of you are matched with one lucky Little Brother.  If you’re 
interested in learning more about participating in a couples match, please call BBBSNW at 671-6400. 

BE A BIG COUPLE 

MENTORING CHILDREN OF PROMISE -   
BBBSNW is searching for people willing to make an investment in the life of an at risk child.  

Volunteers who participate in the MCP program are matched with a child who has a parent or significant adult in their life 
incarcerated in prison.  These children are at higher risk for poor academic achievement, early pregnancy, substance abuse, 
delinquency, truancy, gang involvement, and eventually incarceration themselves.  Mentoring Children of Promise breaks 
children out of the potentially dangerous cycle by matching them with adults who serve as positive role models.  Mentoring at 
risk children can reduce first-time drug and alcohol use, increase regular school attendance, enhance grades, and improve 
relationships with peers and adults. MCP Mentors participate in the Community-Based program, where they spend 6-12 hours 
together each month doing a variety of activities available in the community.  There are currently 15 MCP children and youth 
waiting for a Big Brother, Big Sister or Big Couple.  For more information about the  MCP program please contact Samantha 
DeSoer at (360)671-6400 x116. 
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Match Anniversaries 
 
September  
Adam Burkepile and Cord; 1 year 
Andrew Nelson and Logan ; 2 years 
Erik Dinnel and Jacob; 2 years 
Lindsay Kiceina and Luna; 2 years 
 
October 
Daniel Storer and Philip; 1 year 
Karl Mariotti and Alex; 1 year 
Ann Christianson and Blaine; 1 year 
Scott Caldwell and Austin; 1 year 
Phil Buly and Jordan; 2 years 
Sharon Ackerman and Jessa ; 7 years!!! 
Kelly Davenport and Hanna; 10 years!!! 
 
November 
Colin Lowin and Kalien; 1 year 
Dustin Rubey and Levi; 1 year 
Claude Atcho and Demairus; 1 year 
Mike Rhyne and Christian; 1 year 
Sandy Lam and Kyleigh; 1 year  
Kelly Helms and Michael; 1 year 
Andy Bishop and Nick; 1 year 
Paul Balzotti and Ty; 1 year 
Ashley McNielly and Heather; 1 year 
Samantha DeSoer and Liberty; 1 year 

Katy Ferguson and Krystine; 1 year 
Wiebe Boersma and Shawn; 1 year 
Jackie Bykonen and Samantha; 2 years 
Ben Pries and Johnathen; 2 years 
Marci Strong and Mikyla; 2 years 
Chris Fuhrmann and Austin; 2 years 
Stephanie Johnson and Elaine; 6 years 
 
New Community Based Matches:  
 
Dan Hiestand and Scott  
Amanda Schroeder and Nathan  
Wiebe Boersma and Shawn  
Jean Marohn and Emma 
Bridget Mohs and Kayla 
Stan Chronister and Ben 
Deb Halverson and Alyssa 
Maggie Bender and April 
Chase Palmer and Scott 
Erika Reams and Sophia 
Douglas Borneman and Shea 
Jason Dufee and Isaac 
Brittany Goldsmith and Cecilia 
Alissa Richardson and Delaney 
Lucas and Anna Minor and Gabino 
Brooke Weatherby and Jessica 
Andrew Morehouse and LeAndrew  

As we continue to grow our programs we need your help reaching new volunteers! Some ideas 
on how you can  help are: send a letter  to the editor of a local paper , write an article for your office 
newsletter, help us recruit at your work, gym, club, school or church and talk to your friends about 
how much fun it is to be a Big! For more information on helping us recruit more Bigs please contact 
Katie Rose, Associate Fund Development Coordinator at (360) 671-6400 x101. 

BBBS NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

BBBSNW ACTION CARD 
 BBBSNW summer intern, Nicole Jones, has been developing partnerships with local businesses to help 
provide fun and creative things for our Community Based Matches to do together.  In an effort to show apprecia-
tion and support for our dedicated volunteers, BBBSNW would like to provide them with an “Action Card” 
which they can present at partnering businesses.  The action card will grant our matches access to free and re-
duced activities, such as, buy one get one ½ price theater admission, 20% off the price of a smoothie, free bowl-
ing shoe rentals, or whatever our partnering businesses are able to give.  Not only will this card help matches find 
things to do within the community, it will also help the volunteers with the financial costs of taking the child out 
to try new things. Businesses who participate in the Action Card will be recognized on the BBBSNW website, in 
our quarterly newsletter and with a BBBSNW partnership window sign.  If you know of a business interested in 
being part of our Action Card, or if you just have a suggestion, please contact Melisa at 671-6400 x105.   
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Lucas and Anna Minor were recently  
matched, as  a couple, with Gabino, 7.  
Gabino had a lot to say about all of his 

summer adventures with his Bigs.  
    Gabino says his favorite thing was that he liked go-
ing to  Toad Lake to catch tadpoles, crawdads, and 
dragonflies. They learned that crawdads eat salmon and 
tadpoles munch on algae. Gabino says they are still 
working on discovering what mosquito larvae want for 
lunch.  
    Gabino starts Second Grade this fall and he says he 
is looking forward to his science class most because his  
favorite thing about everything is science. 
    Gabino loves to be outside. This summer he went 
kayaking, hiking, and bike riding with his Bigs.  
    Gabino says his favorite part about having his Bigs is 
that they all love to race.  

“I’m always faster, because I have strong legs!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Olivia, 15 has been matched with her  
Big Sister, Genevieve, for four years. 
Olivia is excited to start the 9th Grade 

this fall. Her favorite subjects are math, politics and  
history. During her free time, she likes to watch Sponge 
Bob Square Pants and enjoys playing basketball, pool, 
and golf. She also goes to softball games and swim-
ming with her Big Sister.  
    This summer the girls worked really hard painting 
Genevieve’s living room and ceiling and while Gene-
vieve was on vacation, Olivia babysat her cat. 
    Olivia says her Big Sister has introduced her to a lot 
of new things like recycling and taken her to a lot of 
new places like Chuck E. Cheese and the Birch Bay 
Water Park.       
    Olivia says her Big Sister has helped shape her into 
becoming the person she is today. Her Big Sister taught 
her valuable life lessons like treating others kindly, and 
to be nice to people who are not always nice to you. 
    Olivia says her favorite part of having a Big Sister is 
having someone to look up to that looks like her.  
    “My Big Sister is my hero,” Olivia says. “She helps 
me through the hard times in my life a lot. I tell her 
everything that happens in my life. Even though she is 
older than me, she really understands me.” 

�

Roosevelt Elementary Summer School Principal Dave Adams offered our School Buddies matches the 
opportunity to meet on school grounds over summer break in order to help them sustain their matches through 
the summer. Principal Adams said he feels very passionate about the impact our School Buddies program has on 
his students.  

Now that the 2008-2009 school year has started our School Buddies program is back in full swing.  And 
we are growing! In the Bellingham School District we have added three new schools: Parkview and Happy Val-
ley elementary schools and Kulshan Middle School. We are very excited to be partnering with these Bellingham 
schools to make more Big Magic! 

The School Buddies Program is also moving into the Nooksack Valley School District with a partner-
ship with Communities in Schools.  CIS is new to Whatcom County, and its mission is to connect schools with 
existing resources through the formation of strong partnerships. CIS helps provide targeted programs based on 
the assessed needs of each individual school.  Through this joint effort with CIS we will be making matches at 
Everson Elementary School.  Leslie Dykstra, of CIS, is contracted with Big Brothers Big Sisters to act as the 
School Buddies Coordinator at Everson Elementary. In Ferndale, we are continuing to grow our School Buddies 
Program at Central Elementary, Eagleridge Elementary and Horizon Middle School.  

      - Colleen Haggerty, School Buddies Supervisor 

SCHOOL BUDDIES PROGRAM UPDATE 


